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Gastric dilatation or 
gastric volvulus in the 
radiographs of dogs?
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VDDV

• When the width of the 

fundus is more than 

three intercostal space

When the stomach is considered enlarged? 

A

B

C

• Gas
• Fluid
• Granular material 

Does the gastric content matters? 
• Dilatation or Volvolus

• Sub-occlusion or severe gastritis

• Gastric congestion



How to check for a gastric volvulus

• The fundus is dorsal and to the left?
• The pylorus is ventral and to the right?

How to check for a gastric volvulus

• Is the fundus dorsal and to the left?

• Is the pylorus ventral and to the right?

• Can you see a smurf face? 

Learning check!
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Your evaluation

• Which patient has a gastric volvulus, and which has a 

gastric dilatation? 

• Where is the fundus, and where is the pylorus? 
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The fundus (the larger transverse diameter), is dorsal?

The pylorus is ventral?
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The fundus (the larger transverse diameter), is dorsal?

The pylorus is ventral?
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The fundus (the larger transverse diameter), is dorsal?

The pylorus is ventral?



Be
lla

, M
on

gr
el

,  
FS

, 7
 y

ea
rs

CASE 4

The fundus (the 
larger transverse 

diameter), is dorsal?

The pylorus is ventral? Ba
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The fundus (the larger transverse diameter), is dorsal?

The pylorus is ventral?

• Check the pylorus
• Check the fundus
• Smurfs face 
• Check every radiographic details

Key points

• He ate more than usual

• Soon after, He started to attempt 

to vomit

• He seems painful

• Overdistended stomach

Kim, German Shepherd, MI, 9 years
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• Is there lumbar spondylosis?

• Is there gastric dilatation?

• Is there gastric volvulus?

Your evaluation
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Key points

• Check the pylorus
• Check the fundus
• Smurfs face 
• Check every radiographic details

www.diagnosticmindset.com


