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Ultrasound of the 
lateral and medial 
aspect of the stifle



Medial face Cranial face Lateral face 

Stifle joint: 1-8



Chupito, Shetland , MI, 4 months

• The patient was in the garden alone for one hour

• Since then (one week), abnormal gait right hind limb



Chupito, Shetland , MI, 4 months

Left tarsus Right tarsus

Right tarsus hyperextension

Focal swelling lateral aspect of the right stifle



Chupito, MI, 4 months



Chupito, MI, 4 months



Chupito, MI, 4 months

Left stifle

FEMUR

EDL

TIBIA

OPEN PHYSIS

Lateral face longitudinal scan 4

Sound limb



Chupito, MI, 4 months
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Right stifle

Lateral face longitudinal scan 

Affected limb



Chupito, MI, 4 months

Left stifle Right stifle



Ultrasonographic diagnoses:

• A suspected avulsed small fragment 
from the right extensor fossa 

• Partial avulsion of the insertion of the 
right extensor digitorum longus 

Chupito, Shetland , MI, 4 months



• PE examination

• Blood works

• Ultrasonographic findings 

• Literature

How to arrive to Conclusions:
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Key points to diagnose EPI avulsion

• Focal swelling lateral margin of stifle

• Tarsal hyperextension

• Scattering artefact and tendon 
detachment at the extensor fossa



Chupito, Shetland, MI, 6 months
Two months recheck

• Clinically fine

• Housed in an active family 



Drew, American Staffordshire, MI, 4 years 

• Abnormal gait in the last two 
months

• Stable stifles on sedation

• Stoic patient

• Suspected pain on right stifle



Drew, MI, 
4 years
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Drew, MI, 
4 years
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Drew, MI, 
4 years



Cranial face longitudinal scan 
Left stifle

Drew, MI, 4 years



Lateral face longitudinal scan 

Drew, MI, 4 years
Left stifle
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Lateral face longitudinal scan 

Drew, MI, 4 years
Left stifle
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Left stifle

Drew, MI, 4 years

Medial face longitudinal scan 7



Cranial face longitudinal scan 

Drew, MI, 4 years
Right stifle
Affected limb



Left stifle

Drew, American Staffordshire, MI, 4 years 

Right stifle



Lateral face longitudinal scan 

Drew, MI, 4 years
Right stifle
Affected limb



Left stifle

Drew, American Staffordshire, MI, 4 years 

Right stifle
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Drew, MI, 4 years

Medial face longitudinal scan 7

Right stifle
Affected limb



Left stifle

Drew, American Staffordshire, MI, 4 years 

Right stifle



Ultrasonographic diagnoses:

• Right Stifle effusion

• Distended right extensor digitorum longus 

• Suspected medial meniscal tear

Drew, American Staffordshire, MI, 4 years 

Conclusions: 
• Partial CCL rupture and medial meniscus tear 

identified at surgery



US of the meniscus 
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