
Giliola Spattini

DVM, PhD, DECVDI

Cases discussion 

Introduction

Introduction



Attila, Rottweiler, MI, 5 years

• Panting intermittently getting 
worst for the last three days

• Very aggressive 

• Not sedated PE not possible 

Attila, Rottweiler, MI, 5 years

• Once sedated, increased pulmonary 
vesicular sound

• 40,8 ° 

• 80 RR

Attila, MI, 5 years

Blood works



Attila, MI, 5 years

Blood works

X-rays perform to check the cause 
of dyspnea, CHF or pneumonia? 

Attila, MI, 5 years

Attila, MI, 5 years



Your evaluation

• Is the left atrium enlarged?

• Is the patient in CHF?

• Is there pleural effusion?

Emma, Mongrel, FS, 12 years

• She doesn’t want to stand

• Tremor - retching - coughing

• Panting - Increased vesicular sounds

• Tense abdomen

Emma, FS, 
12 years



Emma, FS, 12 years
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Your evaluation

• Is there a pleural effusion?

• Are there signs of pneumonia?

• Is there congestive heart failure?

Emma, FS, 12 years

Alveolar pattern

Air 
bronchogram

Emma, FS, 12 years
Fissure lines

Lung margin 
retraction



Differential diagnoses:

Radiographic diagnoses:

• Ventral alveolar patter
• Minimal pleural effusion

• Aspiration pneumonia

Emma, Mongrel, FS, 12 years

• Amoxi-clavulanic acid bid

Emma, Mongrel, FS, 12 years

• Clinically better for the owner

• …But decreased appetite

• Sleep all day, tired

Ten days later

Emma, FS, 
12 years



Emma, FS, 12 years
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Time 0

Ten days later

Time 0 Ten days later

Your evaluation

• Is there a pleural effusion?

• Are there signs of pneumonia?

• Is there food in the stomach?



www.diagnosticmindset.com


